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Governor Katie Hobbs Declares November 11th-18th 2026 as  
Cancer Caregivers Week 

 
State of Arizona recognizes the efforts of those caring for cancer patients, both 

professionals and personal/family/friends during this Week. 
A calendar of educational & fund-raising events will be available soon. 

  
(PHOENIX, AZ) – October 21, 2026. November is National Caregivers Month in the United States. 
It is a month to reflect on the important, and often; ‘thankless’, role of those who treat and care for 
the sick and needy of this country. Oftentimes, those that need the most care are stricken with 
devastating diseases, such as cancer. With that in mind, Governor’s in Arizona, most recently, Katie 
Hobbs, have recognized the Arizona Myeloma Network, AzMN© and their Cancer Caregivers of 
Education Program, CCEP© and declared the week of November 11th-18th as “Cancer Caregivers 
Week” in Arizona.  They also recognize our Military and 1st Responders on November 11th. 
“I have often said that an individual doesn’t get cancer: a family does,” said AzMN Founder, Barbara 
Kavanagh. “Since our ‘Founding’, in 2004, our organization has proudly served as a resource for 
those loved ones who can become overwhelmed by this ‘new’ and challenging role as a ‘caregiver’. 
Sadly, my husband, Jack Kavanagh, a 33-year myeloma survivor lost his Battle on May, 25, 2024. 
 I am continuing our Legacy in his Honor.” 
 
Barbara, her staff, volunteers and sponsors, appreciate the support and ‘visibility from the 
Governor’s office. and hope to use this week and funds raised, to broaden their ‘reach’ throughout 
Arizona and the Southwest. Barbara commented: ‘We especially need the funds to better provide 
cancer services and resources to Special Populations, such as our Native Americans, the Elderly, and 
those who may live at a great distance from medical facilities.  
 
Caregiving is often a full-time job, with statistics showing that family caregivers spend an average of 
40.5 hours per week caring for their loved one.  Statistics also show that for every cancer diagnosis, 
there will be at least one new caregiver to care for that patient.  With close to 40,000 new cases of 
cancer diagnosed in Arizona each year, that means that there are at least 40,000 new Arizona 
caregivers each year who often need help in planning, coordinating, and treating their patient.   
Barbara now has an ‘Online’ Cancer Caregivers Education Program, CCEP© that is available on 
their websites below. 
www.azmyelomanetwork.org  www.cancercaregiversaz.com www.cancercaregiversofAmerica.com 
 
 
About Arizona Myeloma Network (AzMN®) is a nonprofit organization Founded in 2004, by 
Barbara and Jack Kavanagh that conducts cancer outreach events and education programs.  
Our mission is to promote collaboration, awareness, education and advocacy for improved treatment 
outcomes and quality of life for multiple myeloma patients, their families and All cancer caregivers 
with special consideration for the underserved. Learn more at azmyelomanetwork.org  
 
 

http://www.azmyelomanetwork.org/
http://www.cancercaregiversaz.com/
http://www.cancercaregiversofamerica.com/


Cancer Caregivers of America is an AzMN® program which was especially developed to provide the 
educational ‘tools’ and resources that build critical cancer caregiving skills, in the cancer patient, the 
cancer caregiver and family, as well as the cancer care professional. The Cancer Caregivers 
Education Program also promotes collaboration and understanding with the Scientific and Medical 
Community.  
 
 Visit cancercaregiversofamerica.com for additional information on how to register for the program. 


